Developing and maintaining community partnerships within "a scholarship of practice".
SUMMARY This article describes the application of a model developed and adopted by the occupational therapy faculty at the University of Illinois at Chicago to utilize partnerships with community-based organizations to meet a tripartite mission of education, research, and service delivery. The model (A Scholarship of Practice) was developed and adopted in response to contextual influences occurring at multiple levels. These influences are identified and the actions taken by the faculty are described. "A Scholarship of Practice" is briefly described and the principles that have guided development and maintenance of successful partnerships with community-based organizations are discussed. Finally, the outcomes and benefits of partnering with community-based organizations are identified.